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HONOUR KILLINGHONOUR KILLING     

Honour is one of Pakistan’s highest cultural values. We 
have an old saying: 

“It is better to live one day as a lion than a hund red  
years as a jackal.” 

Community and family are highly valued, and nothing is 
so prized as family honour . We Pakistanis valiantly live 
and die for the honour of our group and our leader! But a 
dilemma arises if a beloved family member badly threat-
ens the group’s honour, for example if a son or daughter 
is found to behave inappropriately in public. Fathers and 
siblings can become unbearably embarrassed by such 
acts. They may even see no recourse but to kill their own 
flesh and blood. Sometimes, in utter anguish, they kill 
themselves too. This is honour killing. It is an ancient tra-
dition many Pakistanis wish to abolish, but the task is dif-
ficult, for honour must remain. 

Prayer points: 

1. God’s grace and wisdom for Pakistan’s family leaders 

2. Transformed ways for maintaining respect and honour 

3. Revelation of what honour killing does to individuals 
and families 
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